
There is no requirement to have a iimited assurance review or to submit an Annual Governance and A.ccountability
Return to the external auditor, provided that the authority has certifieci itself as exempt at a meeting of the
authority after 31 March 2024 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is subrnitted no later than 30 June 2024
notifying the external auditor"

{ t* R r.j i-(: ,_* ++1t i.\<l l-{ i,* {" \ ! h*l {'C 
", 

i\_i C r L_-

certifies that during the financial year 2A23!24, the higher of the authority's total gross income for the year
or total gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed S25,000

Total annual gross income for the authority 2023124. f* t *(, {i q L'(-.

Total annualgross expeniliture for the auflrority ZOZ3j24. L f t tl J ( . rl,(;
There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a linrited
as$urance review will still be required. lf an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it
cannot ceftifu itself as exempt and it must submit lhe completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return
Form 3 to the external auditor to undertake a iimited assurance review for which a fee of f210 +VAT will be payable.

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:
. The authority was in existence on 1st April 2020. ln relation to the preceding financial year 12A22123), the exter"nal auditor has not:. issued a public interest reporl in respect of the authority or arry entity cr.lnnected with it

' made a statutory recommendation to the authority, reiating to the author"ity or any entity connected with it. issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1(1 ) of Schedule 8 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014 ("the Act"), and has not withdrawn the notice

. commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1i of the Act
' made an application under section 2&(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, and

the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make lhe declaration. The court has not declared an item of accounl untawful after a person made an appeal under section 28(3) of the Act.

lf the above statements apply and the authority neither received gross income, nor incured gross expenditure,
exceeding [25,00CI, then the Ce{ificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy submitted to the externai auditor
either by email or by post (not both),

The Annual lnternalAudit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (2i, Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fu{ly completed and.
along with a copy of this cefiificate, published on the authority websitelwebpage. before 1 July 2024.
Signing this certificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication requirements.

$igned by lhe Responsible Financial Officer Daie

fi \Ltn-*\-^+'
Signed by Chair

,rr4 ,t l/.*r.,/*--t
Generic email address of Authority

lt toTlrarLl
Date

**kay ty

I confrrm that this Certificate of
Exemption was approved by this
authority on this date:

as recorded in minute reference:

2i {o$-froeq

l'u"," ?,-r1 3q'31d
Telephone number

C\bqa S?5.r-tl
"Published web address

itkt,,r' tl tw(rsl !-c,"r l-t\-)bc:t'h n*; i:r,it-' fc*1 r11.1 a5 qc"* qt4*

ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post {not
both) as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later than
30 June 2A24. Rerninder letters for late subrnission will incur a charge of f40 + VAT"
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Annual lnternal Audit Report ?923t24

€r^r*la.rto*) fd-& tsorr PA-\LiSH Cc*tsi'sc i L-

\.*i-t-irS 'l/ *1,*&v\F,3.,uu.brboyl-' .,r.oifC\k- .1lrrl',1L,et 11*u'LrK*
During the financial year ended 31 March 2024, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on the

basis of an a$sessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with lhe relevant procedures

and conlrols in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority"

The internal audit for 20'23124 has been carried out in accordance with this authority's rreeds and planned

coverage. On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in

this table. Set out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on

whether, in all slgnificant respects, the controlobjectives were being achieved throughout the financlal year to a

standard adequate to meet the needs of this authority.

Periodic bank account reconcilrations were carried out the

(For local councils only)
Trust funds (including charitable) - The council met its responsibilities as a trustee v

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets i{ needed).

Date(s) internal audit undeltaken Name of person who carried aut the internal audit

o?los 
f u,*

Signature of person whc
carried oui the internal audit

{#R,twr*Ee AA av,r

Dare fi f o5f7e2*( r/("/Af,'€

Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept thrcughout the financial year.

This authority complied wlth its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all
was anrd VAT was accounted fot'.

This authority assesse<l the significant risks to achieving its objeclives and reviewed the adequacy
0f arrangements to manage these

The precept or 
'-ates 

requrrement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress againsl
the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were

Expected income was fully received, based on correct prrces, properly recorded and promptly

banked. and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

vrlA
Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was
approved and VAT appropriately accounted for.

Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority's
approvals, and PAYE and Nl requirements were properly applied.

Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly rnaintained.

Accounling statements prepared duririg tlre year were prepared on the correcl accounting basis
(receipts and payments or income and expenditurei, agreed to the cash book, supported by an
adequate audit trail from underlying records and where appropnate debtors and creditors were
properly recorded.

lf the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in ?022123. it met the
exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt.

The authority published the required information on a website/webpage up to date at the time of
the internal audit in accordance with the relevant legislation.

ln the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correctly provided for a period for the exercise of
pr-rblic rights as required by the Accounts and ,Audit Regulations

fhe authority has complred with the publication requirements for 2022123 AGAR
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"lf the response is 'no' please state the implication$ and actiqrn being taken to addre$s any weakness in control identifiecl
(add separate sheets if needed).
..Note: lf the response is 'not covered' please stale when th6 rnost recent internal audit work was done in this area and when it is
next planned; or, if coverage is not required, the annual intemal audit report must explain why not (add senarate sheets if needed).

lnt*rnal control
Y,e.s Net*

N*t
eoueres*.

Yes No NEEIlI'ffiiE



$sction 1 - Annual Governance $tatement 2023124

We acknowledge as the mernbers of:

9t'r+r,rTop *6BofT Pq e\S H Cou€c rg-

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements fi:r
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowtedge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting $tatements for ttre year ended 31 March 2024, that:

*For any statement to which the response is 'no', an explanation must be published

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

7i Icf f ].ca.r-
and recorded as minute reference:

trr^r,- 3u+I }q ]t g-
r

ht-tsF ". /f 5r;crnl-.er+abbe t-t- ncrr#eltc fler"ri5[,teg " Aov " LtK

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meetrng where
approval was given:

chair /#t " K. #*7t**

L.\Clerk

We have put in piace arrangemenls fcr eifective financrat
r]ranagement during the year. and for the preparation of
the accounting statements.

prepared /s accounling slalen'rerfs in accorc{ance
tyilh the Accorsfits and Autli! Reguiattons.

We maintained an adequate systenr oi internal contrr:i
including measures designed to prevent anci detect fraud
and iorrirption and reviev*.ed its effectrveness,

tnade proper ar{ai?gements and accepted respo/rsihrllty
for safeguarding the public filoney and resources in
Its charye.

We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that there are no nratterc of actilal or potenlial
non-compliance with laws. reguiatiGns and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on ihe afiility of this authority icr conducl its
br.rsiness or manage its flnances.

ias or,/y done vthat it has the lega! powe( to do and hat
carnplied wittt Proper Fractices irr riorhg so.

We provided proper oppon{rnily during the year for
the exercise of electors'rights in accordance with the
requirements cf lhe Accounts and Audit Regulations.

during the year gave a// pers+ns interesferJ the oppartunity ta
inspect and ask guesflons aboul lhis autharity's accounfs.

We carned out an assessrient of the risks {acinE this
althority and took appropriate steps to manage thcse
risks, including the inirodr-rction r:f internai controls andlor
exlernai insurance covei where requred.

cansidered and docurnented the financial anri olher ri.sks rt
faces and dealt with them propefly.

We rnaintained throughout the !'ear an adequate and
efiective systenr ol internai audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

arranged far a competent person. indepe{rdenr of lhe financtal
contrcis and proredures. tc give an abjective vtew an whether
intenal contrals meet the needs of thls srnaller autharily.

We took appropriate action cn all matlers rarsed
in repofis irom rnternal and external audit.

respfinded lo rnafrers broLlghl la lis afferUor? by internal ancl
external audit.

lve considered whether any iiligation, !iabilities or
aomn'iitments. events or transactions, occurring either
durinE or after the year-end" hsve a financial impact on
ihis authority and, where appropriate, have included then:
in the accounting staterfients.

dr'sc/osed eyerlfhing it sheuld have about its business acuuifjl
during the year including eyenls lai{ing place after the year
end if rele\lant.

(For local ccuncils only) Trust funds including
charitable. ln our capaclty as the soie rnanagiftg
trustee we discharged our accountabrlity
responsibiiities for the {und{s)1assets, including
financial reporting and. rf required, independent
exafirination or audit.

has mef aii of its responslbrlities where as a hi:dy
carporate lf is a sole managing trusree of a /oaal trusl
o/'trusfs.

The authority wetrsitelwebpage is r-.rp to date and the infor"mation required by the Transparency Code has
been published.
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lnformation r€quired by the Transparency f,ode in*f part of fft* Ar:nua/ Scuernanc* Sfat*menfJ

Yss AJD

{

{
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Section 2 - Accounting $tatements 2023124 for

I certify that for the year endeC 31 March 2024 the Accounting I confirm that lhese AccountinE Statements were
Staterneilt$ in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and
payments or income and expenditure basis following the
guidance in Gsvernance and Accountabiiity for Snrailer
Auihorities * a Practitioners' Guide to Froper Practices
and present fairly the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority lor approval

approved by this authority on this date:

C,r[,{,t--^--"1

1r lof/aurry

as recorded in nrinute reference:

fc,5*ts*1 a+ 31{

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the
Accounting Statements were approveri

/L( f
Date

Balances brought
fonward Jfr+ Qt 3 t

Iota/ baiances and reserues at the beginning of ths yoar
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree lo
Box 7 of previous year.

[-.5crc -1 
C C.C

Tatal amaunt of precept {or for lDBs rafes and /evr'esj
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.

(+) Precept or Rates and
Levies

21, t Ir $cr(
Total incame or receipts as recarded in lhe cashboo*'less
the precepl or rates/levies recelved {line 2). lnclude an}/
granls receiyed.

(+) Total cther receipts

ftr u ti L2k's
Total expenditure ar payffients rnade to and an befialf
of all employees. ,nc/ude gross salarles and wages.
employors Nl contritsutiarls employers penslon
cr:nfnbutions, gralulUes a nd severan ce payments.

(-) Staff costs

{-) l-oan rnteresUcapital
repaynrents

Tatal expenditure ar payrnents of capital and inleresl
marie during the year on the authority's barrowings gf an.v)

(-) ,All other payments

43cc t5 3

Total expenditure or paymenls as recordetl in the cesh-
book less slaffcosls iline 4) and loan interest/capital
repayments fiine 5).

(=) Balances carried
forward !.rli K rSii

Total balances and reseri,es at the end cf the year. tlust
equal {'l+2+3) - r4+5+6i.

Total value of cash and
short term investmenis crcl 3 i 3 t 5t-i

The sufi1 of all current and deposll bank accoi,nis, cash
holclings and shaft tern investments heid as al 31 f,,4arch -
Ta agree with bank reconciliation,

Total fixed assets pius
long term investments
and assets

tkt+cr' lutSi
The value of all the propefty tfie aulhority owns - if is rnarje
up of all its fixed assels and long tern i,iyeslmenis as al
31 llarch.

Total horrowings Ihe oulslandlng capital balance as al 37 h/larch of all laans
{ram third parlies {including PWLB).

I

I

Disclosure note re Trust funds
(inciuding charitablei

The Council.6s a body corporate. acls a$ so,e fnlslee afid
rs responsrb/e far managing Trust funds or as$el$.

Disclosure note re Trust funds
iincluciing charitable I

The figures in the accaunting statemenls aboye
exclude any Trust frafisacfions.

t-,:447{-
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Snnaller authority name: \ 1-* .t rr, ic ,u i\€ tir c' r f tl ;}1], r i tl 1'g ui AJ ( t L--.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF ANNUAI- GOVERNAHCE & ACCOUNTABILITY

RETURN {EXEMPT AUTHORTTY}

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARGH 2024

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 25,26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit lations 2t115

NOTICE NOTES

{. Date of tq. ef' ?.crq
2. Each year the smaller authority prepares an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR). The AGAR has been published with this notice.
It will not be reviewed by the appointed auditor, since the smaller authority has
certified itself as exempt from the appointed auditor'e review.
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the AGAR,
the accounting records for the financial year to which it relates and all books,
deeds, contracts, bills, vouchens, receipts and other documents relating to
those records must be made available for inspection by any penion interested.
For the year ended 31 March 202it, these documenta will be available on
reasonable notiee by application tol

(b) f tf^r* V*r l"a,t( * rL u-r l*rQ
''-i *i {*

ccmmencing on {c) _Monday 3 June 2024

and ending on (di _Friday 12 July 2024 _
3. Local government electors and their representatives also hayer

The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting
records; and

The right to nnake an obiection which concerns a rnatter in respect of which
the appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to
the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written notice
of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the
smaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for
this purpose between the above dates only.

4, The emaller auttority's AGAR is only subject b review by the appointed
audltor if questions or obj*ctions mised under the Local Audit and
Accountability Act 2014 lead to tlre involvement of the auditor, The appointed
auditer ie:

PKF Littlejohn LLP {Ref: SBA Team)
15 Westferry Gircus
Canary Wharf
London El4 4HD
()

5. This announcement is made hy {e} CrLl \lrF{M€*r-r i'-(
I "p" o"

)

{a) tnsert date of piacing of the notice
which must be not less than 1 day before
the date in {c) below

(b) lnsert name, position and
addres#telephone numberl email
address, as appropriate, of the Clerk or
cther person to which any person may
apply to inspect the accounts

(c) lnsert date, which must be at least 1

day after the date of snnouncement in {a)
above and at ieast 30 working days
before the date appointed in (d) below

(d) The inspection period between (c)
and (d) must be 30 working days
inclusive and must include the first 10
working days of July

(e) lnsert n6me and prlsitlon of person
placing the notice - this person must be
the responsible financial officer for the

't



BANK RECONCILLIATION

S$TANTON ABBOTT PARISH COUNCIL

Financial Year ending 31't. hdarch 2024

Balance as per bank statements 3l/0312024
Cornmunitv current account
Business Saver account

Total

Net balances as at 3ll03l7t\24

Cash Book

I]alance as ar $1 1047023
Cornmunitv current account
Business Saver account

f 3872.81
{" 4286.44

f 5695.50
g 4235.45

f,q930.q5

f 8159.25

s 8159.25

f 9930.q5
+ f 1CI099.60

-f 1r871.30

T'otal

'Iotal

Receipts in the year
Payments in the year

Ciosing balance as at 3 UA3|2A24

Frepared by 0

Approved"

f 815q,25

Date....Q.)....ftj. ,+0 2 q


